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Senator Claiborne Pell
U. S. Senate
Washington
My dear Clai,
I had a chat by phone with Mr. Edward Curran.and was quite impressed. I
found him humble, open, able to recognize errors (as with the NIE), and,
in all, a person with whom, if I had a chance,
I would be delighted to
work.
He impressed me as intelligent and honest.
I also think he has
some clear and sound notions on the humanities and the role of NEH in
establishing Federal support for the humanities.
I also talked with senior Endowment staff, including non-political
persons, and I found them impressed by their meetings with Mr. Curran
and looking forward to his chairmanship.
This is a view I can report
without meaning to suggest political partisanship on the part of the
staff with whom I spoke.
I would not presume to advise you, but I do want to express one hope.
As I understand it, his hearing is October 2. Give him a fair hearing,
as I know you will,
and I know that, when he has made his public
statement and answered your questions to the best of his abilities, you
will find good reason to affirm the President's nomination as one in the
good interests of the Endowment you brought into being.
In fact, I
think that, after he has made his statement to your committee, he is
going to sail through the nominating process.
I just attended my second Arts Council meeting.
I think the Arts
Endowment is a beautiful thing to watch, it is very well organized and
administered -- perhaps a bit complicated in some areas, but over all I
find it solid and worthwhile.
I very much liked Hodsoll and the way he
does business, and I think that, if the President reappoints him, the
Arts Endowment will go from strength to strength.
I wrote to the
President to urge his reappointment. I hope you concur in that matter.
My one area of special concern right now is improved council scrutiny of
specific applications.
I've asked the Chairman to consider the merits
of a committee system, such as the Humanities Endowment uses, to read
specific applications as they emerge from the panels, before they go to
the whole Council for recommendation to the chairman, and I think that,
in due course, that idea will have a full and fair hearing.
If it is
best for the Arts Endowment (and my personal view is that it is best),
then Hodsoll will call it into being. But I know that he will give it a
full and fair hearing.
Finally, Frank has agreed to lecture at Brown on October.
If you find
yourself in Providence on that occasion, we'd be honored to have you

Join us for supper in advance of lecture as well as for the lecture.
You will receive a more formal invitation in the same regard.
We're
inviting all of our state's senators and representatives.
If you or
Sandy can think of some nearby members (that is, from Connecticut and
Massachusetts, iinterested in the NEH and NEA) who should be invited,
would you let us know?
We want it to be a real celebration of the
interchange between the arts and publc life.
Also if there are any
friends of the arts in the State whom you want us to invite, let me
know.
You know, Clai, when I first came to the Arts Endowment, I thought I
would spend six years missing the Humanities Endowment, but if you gave
me the chance today to go back to the Humanities Council, I think I
would prefer to stay just where I am. I wanted you to know that.
Warm regards,

